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The Porcheddu Archive Collection
Vilma Fasoli
Since the liquidation in the 1970s of the company owned by 
Giovanni Antonio Porcheddu (1860-1937), its archives have 
been housed in the library of the Department of Construction 
Engineering at the Polytechnic University of Turin (Politec-
nico di Torino). They cover nearly 2,600 reinforced concrete 
structures built by the firm between 1895 and 1933 using 
the Hennebique process. Nevertheless, a comparison of these 
385 dossiers with the monthly list of structures completed, 
published in the trade journal Le Béton armé under the 
column heading “Travaux du Mois,” indicates that some files 
are missing from the archives in Turin. In 1977, with funding 
from Italy’s National Center for Research (cnr), the library 
compiled a printed index of the documents to facilitate 
research. Original project drawings, blueprint copies of them, 
and preliminary sketches are folded and stored in boxes 
according to the filing system the Porcheddu company used. 
As a result, each folder bears a catalogue number associ-
ated with a type of project, and, in addition to the drawings, 
contains the correspondence regarding the project, along 
with invoices and other accounting data, as well as adver-
tising brochures published by product suppliers.
also explanatory estimates, specifications, contract award 
announcements, etc., technical diagrams (drawings and 
tracings of armature plans, structure plans, diagrams of 
reinforcing bars), and architectural plans (architects’ or 
contractors’ drawings).
The photographs concern implementation and construction 
sites. They were sent by agents and licensees to be published 
in Le Béton armé and in sales brochures, or for exhibition. 
At Hennebique’s head office,430 they were cleaned and some-
times even retouched to match the company’s brand image. 
Through photography, the design office re-occupied the site, 
and reappropriated the work, without actually carrying it 
out. From a difficult-to-master corpus consisting of built 
structures, Hennebique succeeded in forging an identity, 
something its competitors seem to have lacked. 
The majority of the archives are in good condition. Currently, 
each document is being referenced, assigned a catalogue 
number, and filed according to a method which differs from 
Hennebique’s original filing system. This consisted of a 
typological division with two hierarchical levels: six large 
categories (housing, public buildings, industrial buildings, 
civil engineering works, silos and reservoirs, and trials), 
subdivided into 32 subcategories of structures. In the folder 
for each subcategory, archivists at the head office filed the 
photos. All the elements of this catalogue have survived, 
providing much useful information: indications of place, 
techniques, dates, people’s names, etc. 
The processing of the design files, begun in 2005, will 
continue until 2016. To date, more than two thirds of the 
files in the collection have been made accessible.431
The processing of the photographs began in 1994 and was 
finished in 2000. 300 prints were digitized; the complete 
digitization of the rest of the photographs is still planned. 
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